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all he felt, to show him for instance that the finite proves,.
on analysis, to be the infinite ; the Personal, to be the-
Impersonal ; the many with forms and attributes, to be
the Absolute Real.

When Venkataraman (or the young Swami as we-
may henceforth call him) left his Father's presence, where-
did he go ?                     "

" The world was all before him where to choose
His place of rest; and Providence his guide."

His choice was his Father's immediate presence, that
is, the premises of the great temple. According to Scrip-
tures (Sastras), the proper residence for an anchorite-
(Parivrajaka) is a temple, a hill, a cave, the foot of a-
tree or the banks of holy waters ; and the young Swami
found the temple (as many others before and after him.
found) to be the most convenient. The very atmosphere
there is pure and laden with spiritual power. The con-
stant peals of the temple bells, the frequent streams of
pious visitors approaching their God with Tevaram,
Tiruppugazh and other hymns, the processions of the-
sacred images followed by a band of youths chanting
the sacred Vedas with the very accent and intonation
which the rishis, the seers of the forest, employed thou-
sands of years ago, and many other phases of religious life-
thai one constantly meets in these precincts, fully justified
the selection so far as impulses to virtue and piety were
concerned. If however one wished to get away even
from external contacts and to commune in solitude with
himself or his God, even then the precincts were parti-
cularly suited to his needs. There were the flower garden,,
the plantain garden, the higher chambers of the numerous
towers, especially the skyscraping eastern one of thirteen.